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ELECTRALITE

Appreciating Electricity a Penny at a Time
Electricity is about the only thing you can buy and still get value for just a penny’s worth

By Curtis Condon, 
Editor of Ruralite magazine in Hillsboro, Oregon

I’m old enough to remember when 
penny candy actually cost a penny. For 
a nickel, you could buy enough candy to 
rot your teeth out, as my mother used to 
say. 

But what does a penny buy these 
days? Not much. The government can’t 
even make a penny for a penny anymore. 
According to the U.S. Mint, it now 
costs 1.5 cents to produce one. 

About the only thing of value you 
can still get for a penny is electricity. 
You might call it “penny electricity.” 

No, I’m not kidding. Think about 
it. 

To make the math easier, let’s say 
the average rate for a kilowatt-hour of 
electricity is 10 cents. That is 60 min-
utes of 1,000 watts of electricity for a 
dime, so a penny of electricity equates 
to 100 watts. It’s enough to power a 
9-watt LED light bulb—the equivalent 
of a 60-watt incandescent bulb—for 11 
hours, all for only a penny. 

Where else can you get that kind of 
value? 

How many eggs will a penny buy? 
How much milk, bread, coffee, medicine 
or gasoline? 

Gas has come down from its strato-
spheric levels of several years ago, but 
there is still no comparison to the value 
of electricity. For example, if a gallon 
of gas costs $2.50 and your car gets 25 
miles to the gallon, you can drive 176 
yards—about two blocks— on a penny’s 
worth of gas. 

I will take 11 hours of lighting for a 
penny over a two-block drive any day. 

The value is just as evident when 
powering things other than lighting. 
Take, for instance, your smartphone. 

Using the same 10 cents per kWh price, 
penny electricity allows you to fully 
charge your iPhone more than 18 times 
for a penny. You can charge it once every 
day of the year for about 20 cents total. 

Not impressed? Well, how about 
these other examples of what you can do 
with just a penny’s worth of electricity: 

power a 1,000-watt microwave on high 
for 6 minutes; run a 200-watt desktop 
computer for 30 minutes; watch 2.5 hours 
of your favorite shows on a 40-watt, 32-
inch, LED television or 1.3 hours on a 
75-watt, 75-inch mega TV. 

The examples are endless. 
We are fortunate electricity is such an 

excellent value because we have a huge 
appetite for it. We tend to forget that. 

Electricity is not expensive. It’s that 
we use it for so many different things: 
lighting, heating, cooking, cooling, re-
frigeration, cleaning, washing, pumping, 
entertainment, communications—even 
transportation these days. 

Few corners of our lives are left 
untouched by electricity. 

Unfortunately, we don’t always ap-
preciate it. When our monthly electric 
bill comes, we open it and may complain 

about the cost. It’s a knee-jerk reaction 
ingrained in us as consumers. We don’t 
stop to think about the value we received 
for the money. 

Early in my career, I had the plea-
sure to interview an elderly woman who 
vividly remembered the day electricity 
came to her farm. Her name escapes me, 

but I do remember she proudly showed 
me the worn, dog-eared membership 
certificate the co-op issued to her 
husband. 

“You young people will never 
know what it was like to have electric-
ity for the very first time,” she said. “It 
was glorious. Nowadays, you take it 
for granted.” 

Her farm was energized in 1940. 
She said the price of electricity at the 
time was slightly less than a penny a 
kilowatt-hour—true penny electricity. 

A lot has changed since then. Wages 
and the cost of living today are a far cry 
from 1940, when the average annual 
wage was less than $150 a month and the 
average cost of a house was $3,920. 

But one thing that hasn’t changed is 
the value of electricity. In 77 years, its 
price has risen much slower than the rate 
of inflation. 

A penny in 1940 had as much buying 
power as 17 cents today, which means 
the residential price of electricity—which 
now averages 12 cents a kWh nation-
ally and less than 10 cents in the Pacific 
Northwest—is actually a better deal 
today than it was in 1940. 

So to my way of thinking, the value 
of electricity is like the bygone days 
of penny candy, and it’s OK to indulge 
yourself a little. But, unlike penny candy, 
penny electricity won’t rot your teeth out. 
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Serving Hughes, Lincoln, McIntosh, Okfuskee, Pottawatomie, 
Seminole & portions of Oklahoma, Cleveland & Creek counties

Cycle 1
Cycle 2
Cycle 3

26th-31st
6th-11th
16th-21st

5th
15th
25th

1-1/2% penalty 
applied 20 days 
after billing date

Read Billing date

Operating Revenues
Wholesale Cost of Power
Percentage WPC is of Revenue
Consumers per Mile of Line
Revenue per Mile of Line
KW Peak Demand - This month
Billing kW demand
KW Peak Demand - YTD
KWh Purchased - This month
Taxes Paid
Interest on Long Term Debt
System Load Factor

President - Joe Semtner, Konawa ..................................
Vice Pres. - Robert Schoenecke, Meeker ......................
Sec.-Treas. - Matt Goodson, Tecumseh .........................
Asst. Sec.-Treas. - Steve Marak, Meeker ......................
Gary Crain, Prague ........................................................
Clayton Eads, Shawnee .................................................
J.P. Duvall, Seminole ......................................................
Yates Adcock, Dustin ......................................................
J. Roger Henson ............................................................
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Seminole
Shawnee
Eufaula
Prague
Toll-free

Telephone Numbers

In Case of Trouble
1. Check for blown fuse or tripped circuit breakers.
2. Check with your neighbors. Ask if their electricity is 

off and if they have reported it.
3. If not, call the office or download the Smarthub app 

to report the trouble.

2016              2017 
$5,279,027 
$3,567,026 

67.57
4.65

$1,006.10
140,991
103,288
154,489

61,718,532
94,625

174,522
60.8

$5,186,500 
$3,666,134 

70.68
4.70

$988.09 
148,230
102,701
161,211

61,355,734
101,351
166,207

62.2
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New Services Staked in July
   During the month of July, 25 new services were 
staked. The total new services staked in 2017 is 225. 
This compares to 195 for the same period in 2016. 
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Main Office and Headquarters
Interstate 40 at the Prague/Seminole Exit

Area Office
35 W. JC Watts Street, Eufaula

Office Hours
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday - Friday

District 6
District 2
District 5
District 1
District 3
District 4
District 7
District 8
Attorney

(405) 382-3680
(405) 273-4680
(918) 689-3232
(405) 567-3206
(877) 382-3680

Operation 
Round-Up

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

CVEC Foundation administers and disburses funds collected through 
CVEC's Operation Round-Up Program.

BEGINNING BALANCE 6/30/17 
Deposits 
Interest Income  
Checks Issued 
Approved, not yet paid 
BALANCE 7/31/17

$230,177.04
8,264.86

18.37
-4,136.47
-6,771.74

$227,552.06

Holiday weekends just might be the best time to buy major 
appliances. Nearly every retailer puts refrigerators, dishwash-
ers, microwave ovens and other household appliances on sale.  
Here’s how to get a good deal: 

1. Negotiate. Even in a department store or big-box store, 
you can usually save some money if you ask for a deeper dis-
count on a high-ticket item like a major appliance. Often, sales 
reps will lower the price for anyone who asks. If you can’t get a 
better price on the appliance, ask for free delivery and installa-
tion. If the answer is still“ no,”  try another store. Consumer Re-
ports says only 33 percent of buyers negotiate prices at stores. 
Among them, 75 percent saved an extra $100 or more. 

2. Download a barcode reader app - RedLaser is one exam-
ple - that allows you to scan the price of an appliance you want 
and compare it to other retailers. Do it right in the store. 

3. Shop locally. Local, independent businesses often have 
lower prices than bigger retail stores, and chances are good that 
they offer more personal service, too. 

4. Don’t miss a holiday sale. Manufacturers usually intro-
duce new appliance models in September and October and put 
last year’s models on sales over the Labor Day and Columbus 
Day weekends. You’re also score great appliance deals on Black 
Friday and the week after Christmas. 

5. Buy in bulk. Most stores offer discounts on daily neces-
sities like cat food and shampoo if you buy more than one. The 
same applies to appliances. And Consumer Reports says 70 
percent of shoppers prefer to purchase an appliance package. 
Samsung, Kenmore and many others offer packages.

Don’t Miss 
the Labor Day Sales
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Kitchen sizes, styles and con-
figurations have changed dramati-
cally through the years. As consumer 
lifestyles and tastes have changed, 
kitchen lighting has evolved to reflect 
these shifts. In the past, a simple 
florescent ring placed in the center 
of the ceiling operated by a single 
switch was the norm for a typical 
American kitchen. Now, the prolif-
eration of TV networks and shows 
devoted to every aspect of home 
decorating, remodeling, building 
and sales reflect current consumers’ 
higher standards and expectations for 
a home’s appearance. Lighting, once 
considered an afterthought, is now an 
integral part of home décor and func-
tion – particularly in a focal area such 
as the kitchen.

Layering effect
The effect of a single overhead 

light source can be too much light in 
one area and not enough in others. 
Layering different types of light from 
different sources is not only a smart 
plan, but it makes good sense from an 
efficiency perspective.  

Task lighting, such as under-coun-
ter lighting illuminates a particular 
work surface without a shadowing ef-
fect. Energy efficient options typically 
feature LED-powered puck lights that 
can be placed precisely where they 
are most needed under the cabinets. 
Another option is the thin-diameter 
fluorescent tube that use about 25 per-
cent of the electricity of halogen or 
incandescent bulbs and have a much 
greater life span. Regardless of the 
type of light selected, when install-
ing the lights, place them toward the 
front of the cabinet so they illuminate 
the whole counter top rather than the 
wall. Most types of under-counter 
lights can be plugged into a standard 

outlet. Overhead lights, whether 
from a central fixture, track lights or 
recessed, can offer indirect illumina-
tion and complement the task lights. 
Where possible, utilize ENERGY 
STAR and LED options.

Shining a light on flexibility
Efficient lighting in the kitchen 

does not necessarily mean more 

compatible with LED lights. 
Lighting accounts for up to 15 

percent of a home’s energy budget, 
and since the kitchen still remains the 
heart of the home and is a high traf-
fic hub, it makes good sense to focus 
here. For basic energy efficiency in 
the kitchen and elsewhere, sometimes 
small adjustments can make a big 
impact. 

Efficient Kitchen Lighting

lights, but rather more versatile light-
ing. 

Dimmer switches create more 
flexible lighting options for exist-
ing lights. There are times when 
maximum illumination is required 
for tasks such as food preparation or 
clean-up. At other times, it makes 
more sense to turn down the lights to 
create a cozier ambiance. By plac-
ing different sets of lights on dimmer 
switches, you increase your options, 
minimize the energy used for lighting 
and thereby allow for greater energy 
efficiency. However, when installing 
dimmer switches, make sure they are 

The simplest area to focus is on 
the light itself. LED lights use a small 
fraction of the energy of CFL, halo-
gen or traditional incandescent bulbs 
and they are known for their longevity 
and efficiency. ENERGY STAR-rated 
LED bulbs typically are the most 
energy efficient. 

At its best, a good kitchen lighting 
plan is functional, attractive and en-
ergy efficient. Whether your kitchen is 
large or small, old or new, one reliable 
recipe for energy savings is utilizing 
more efficient lighting in the heart of 
the home.   
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Electralite Classified Ads
Each CVEC member family is limited to ONE free classified ad per 
month. Length of the ad cannot exceed space provided below. Ads run 
only one time and must be resubmitted to appear in the next edition. 
Return the completed form to P. O. Box 751, Seminole, OK 74818. 
Forms may also be dropped off at either office location, or email 
your ad to editor@canadianvalley.org. Ads must be received by 
the 5th of each month; if received after the deadline they will be 
printed in the next issue.

All information below must be completed.
Name

Address

Account #

Phone #

AUTOMOBILES & BIKES

2014 Mazda 3, full-size spare 
tire, good condition, 45K miles, 
405-626-4879.

1986 Jeep Comanche pickup, 
2.8 L, V6 engine, auto transmis-
sion, long bed, all original, 149K, 
$1,000, Mcloud area, 405-556-
1866.

1982 Mercedes Benz 380SL 
convertible roadster, $5,000, 918-
623-0582.

HOME & LAND

Newer 3 BDR, 2.5 BA home on 
120 ares, 4 miles E. of Shawnee, 
barns/shops, 1/2 mile Hwy. 9 
frontage, open house every 
Saturday and Sunday, 1-5 p.m., 
$475,000, 405-314-0911.

2007 Southern 16' x 80' mobile 
home to be moved. Vinyl siding, 
composition roof, new Pex 

plumbing, new sub floors. Taxes 
and title up to date, $10,000, 405-
598-6423.

FARM & RANCH

Trailmaster 16' bumper-pull stock 
trailer, good floor and tires, $900 
cash, Wellston area, 405-881-
4115.

Alpacas, Earlsboro, 405-202-
9967.

4' x 5' net-wrapped grass hay, 
$30, 405-942-4538.

1975 International tractor w/brush 
hog, $4,000, 580-925-2638.

John Deere 275 rotary disc 2010 
mower, $8,000; Gale V4 rake, 
$2,500; barn-stored when not 
used, 405-221-0353.

Old Bermuda 2-row Spriger, make 
offer, 405-452-3094.

If you find your account number hidden in 
this issue of The Electralite, you could win 
$25.

In order to win, the account number must be 
your own.

You need to report finding the number to us 
by the 15th of the month.

And you need to report finding it by phone, 
mail or in person. 

Find Your Account Number 
and Win $25

International grain drill; 3-pt. 
spring tooth harrow; offset disc 
and  other farm equipment, 405-
567-3685.

6' box blade w/ripper teeth, $350; 
3-pt. boom pole heavy duty, $55, 
405-454-0510.

Show Pro calf, remote control, 
$1,000 + 50, 405-964-5515.

4' box blade, $150; Diamond 5' x 
8' trailer, $800, 405-567-2635.

First cutting, 21 round bales of 
hay, $35/ea., 405-598-3530.

Small square bales of good, clean 
prairie hay, $4/bale, 598-5860.
Ramsey winch, $325; Craftsman 
10" table saw, used once, $125; 6' 
brush hog, $300, 918-623-0582.

4' x 5' round bales of horse-quality 
hay, $35, we can load, Hay. 99 & 
I-40 area, 382-5045.

Lincoln 225-amp welder, $150, 
405-659-5047.

3-pt. dirt scoop, like new, $100, 
405-826-8831.

Nice young Angus bull, breeding 
age, $1,300, 405-454-0510.

2000 3-horse slant, LQ, pass-thru 
gate, tack room, $16,000, 405-
630-8408.

MISCELLANEOUS

Will sell pallets of assorted mer-
chandise to anyone interested in 
starting a business, $300 to $350/
pallet, 580-729-0515.

Metal toolbox for pickup, $60; 
computer desk w/free printer, $25, 
405-380-8816.

Shop-built car hauler, small winch, 
$500, bumper pull, 918-759-1111.

Window AC, 12,000 BTU, 110-
volt, good, $75, 454-0510.

150+ volumes Theology and misc. 
books, $1,500 total or $10 ea., 
405-964-5285.

New, still in box, 12' long x 10' 
wide x 10' 3" high, greenhouse, 
One Stop Gardens, $500, 405-
275-3173.

Love seat, $50; swivel rocker-
recliner, $75, 405-598-6739.

Jasper roll-top desk, 918-623-
0582.

Cedar tree clearing, hay hauling, 
brush mowing, driveway leveling, 
general tractor or skid steer work, 
405-642-9356.

RC Cola metal 6-pack w/ 1950s 
bottles, $50; antique 80 Coke 
bottle rack full, $100, 659-5047.

220-volt window AC, works great, 
$30, 405-964-2806.

Ordained minister, wedding offici-
ant, weddings, secret ceremo-
nies, elopements, rates depend 
on size and location of ceremony, 
918-650-3716.

Cedar clearing, 4 hr. minimum, 
$65/hr., 405-213-8432.

200' chain-link fence, 8 post top 
rails & cap, new, $500, 405-397-
6875.

Ice box, $100; 110-volt AC, $75; 
heavy-duty aluminum ramps, 
$200; yellow jacket from Gaiges, 
$100, 405-275-3419.

Range Motel rooms for rent by 
the day, week, or month, Tecum-
seh, 405-990-9933.

Metro-style genuine leather pants 
and jacket, woman's size 6, new 
with tags still on them, make offer, 
405-598-1202.

Looking for someone who sells 
things on the Internet, and some-
one who finds wills, 878-6697.

36" x 80" front door in frame, 
and storm door, $200; dark wood 
hutch, $500, 405-712-2621.

1. Need a new refrigerator? You could save 
$100 a year on your energy bill by replacing an 
older model with a new, Energy Star-qualified 
appliance. You could save $200 a year if your old 
refrigerator is from the 1970s, Energy Star says. 
Insulate your walls and ceilings. 

2. Add insulation. Insulating your attic and the 
walls, and floors adjacent to an unheated garage 
or basement, 1205101702 can make a dent in 
your heating and cooling bills. 

3. Unplug the TV.  Electronics like TVs, 
speakers, gaming consoles, computers and even 
phone charges continue to use energy, even when 
they’re turned off. Unplug them before you go to 
bed.  

4. Dim the lights. Dimmer switches control 
how much light you use. A switch with a timer can 
turn lights on and off at set times. A light fixture 
with a motion sensor will turn itself off when a 
room is empty. All of that adds up to energy sav-
ings. 

5. Switch to LED lights. They use 90 percent 
less energy than incandescent light bulbs. Come 
on! It’s time!

5 Ways to Save 
Serious Energy at Home


