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By George
     Growing up I occasionally was allowed 
to watch the story of George Jetson and 
his boy, Elroy, as they dealt with the trials 
and technology of some future century.  It 
appeared there was always enough energy 
to run all of their futuristic electronic gad-
gets that could perform almost any task 
we could imagine.  When you are 10 years 
old you can hardly wait until you are old 
enough to drive (fly) one of those super 
fast “bubble” flying machines that could 
take you anywhere you needed to go with 
no worries of muddy roads or even roads 
at all.  I believed I would be flying one of 
those fancy contraptions by now.  I don’t 
remember if they told us what the energy 
source for those transportation bubbles was, 
but I am sure it was zero emissions.  I am 
still waiting and hoping.
     Early in my school years we were 
taught that “energy is neither created nor 
destroyed.”  I think that is still an accepted 
principle of science.  That means we still 
have as much energy available as we ever 
did.  So we can’t have an energy problem, 
only a technology problem, which eventu-
ally, if the world lasts long enough we will 
solve.  Of course when I was going to high 
school we were told that the place we were 
at the time was once covered with several 
feet of ice and that we were headed toward 
another ice age.  We were told not to worry 
because the “deep freeze” was many, many 
generations into the future and there was 
nothing we could do about it anyway.
     Last night on the television news a 
large explosion on our sun was reported.  
They had pictures taken by satellites in 
space showing the massive eruption on the 
surface of the sun.  This explosion on the 
sun has propelled a large “cloud” of highly 
charged energy particles headed toward 
Earth at 4 million miles per hour.  The 
possibility exists that this energy charged 
“cloud” will knock out our satellites and 
may even disrupt the national electrical 
power grid in some areas.  We are all con-
nected.  At 4 million miles per hour, it 
doesn’t take long to travel the 93 million 
miles to Earth from the sun.  We will prob-
ably know the results of this impact before 
I finish this column.  I will wait until then 

Dollar General opens country store
    Dollar General opened 
at 33991 Lake Road in 
Shawnee in July 2011.  Ever 
since, the store has been 
busy serving customers.
     The store is one of the 
many retail businesses to be-
come members of Canadian 
Valley Electric Cooperative. 
     Dollar General chose this 
location for a number of rea-
sons, including demographic 
trends, traffic patterns, com-
petitive factors and customer needs, among others.  This location was a great fit for Dollar 
General, allowing the retailer to meet customers’ needs with a convenient location.
      Dollar General opens stores in convenient, neighborhood locations so customers don’t 
have to drive far to shop.  It’s small, easy-to-access and makes shopping quick and easy.  The 
average customer gets in and out in 10 minutes or less. Dollar General is a one-stop shop for 
everyday essentials such as health and beauty products, cleaning supplies, basic clothing, 
gifts, pet products and much more. 
      Dollar General stores employ six to 10 people.  The company is committed to all the 
communities it serves. The retailer has a long-standing tradition of supporting literacy and 
education.  At the cash register of every Dollar General store, customers will find a brochure 
on how to obtain free literacy and adult education services.  The Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation has awarded more than $63 million to nonprofit organizations and schools that 
focus on literacy and education. 
     Dollar General has 10,000 stores in 39 states; 312 of these stores are in Oklahoma.

Continued on page 2

By Rusty Pritchett, 
CVEC Vegeta-
tion Management 
Director
     It is springtime; 
we’ve survived 
the winter with 
no major outages 
from storms or ice, 
like we have in the 

past. God is blessing us with a new year of 
life with the beauty of nature, with the green 
grass, flowers, wildlife all around us and the 
trees leafing out changing the countryside 
from brown to green.
     We all want perfect electrical service 
with no interruptions on our computers and 
TV’s. Due to the nature of electricity it is 
always looking for a path to neutral, when it 
finds a path that’s when we have blinks and 
outages due to the fault of going to neutral. 
Trees are a major cause for these interrup-
tions in electrical service when they provide 
the path for the fault especially in the spring 
and summer when the sap is up making them 

more conductive.
     The way electrical distribution systems 
are made the circuits can cover a large area, 
from the substation to lines down to breakers 
to more lines then fused lines with custom-
ers all along the way. Depending on where 
the tree is located that caused the fault; one 
tree can affect a large number of customers.
     CVEC is required by the Corporation 
Commission to maintain a good Right-
Of-Way program to provide good reliable 
service to the customers. CVEC employees, 
being member oriented, is doing its best to 
achieve this objective before the regulation 
from the commission. A good maintenance 
program ultimately provides better service, 
less down time, and lower line loss all com-
bined being more efficient.
      This last year CVEC converted from 
paper to GIS mapping and record keeping  
helping management be more efficient in 
determining cycle times and problem areas. 
With almost 6000 miles of distribution line, 
controlling the vegetation in the ROW is a 

Program keeps trees from hindering service

Continued on page 3
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By George cont. 

to worry.  Regardless this “cloud” is a lot of energy.  The sun shares 
a large amount of energy with us every day.  I believe we were also 
taught when I was in high school that all energy comes from the 
sun.  I don’t know if we are still sure about that or not.
      I have written before about my friend west of Prague.  He is 
a member of Canadian Valley Electric Cooperative and his home 
is connected to Canadian Valley electric lines.  However he buys 
very little electricity from Canadian Valley to run his home, except 
a little more in the summer for cooling.  He is still working and 
planning to reduce that amount even further.  He has several wind 
generators and a couple of solar arrays which he has installed 
himself.  His system includes storage batteries, but when the sun 
shines bright and the wind blows, he at times gives electricity back 
to Canadian Valley. While he might try to mislead you just a bit by 
hiding how smart he really is, I assure you that he is blessed with a 
healthy share of “intelligence genes.”
     The moral of this story is not that we should shut down all of the 
coal fired or natural gas fired generators and tell everyone to look 
to the sun and the wind.  At times our greatest need for electricity 
is while the sun is on the other side of the planet or the clouds are 
miles deep and the wind may or may not be blowing.  Our system 
of electric power production was built over a hundred years ago.  
We can’t make a 90 degree turn.  To maintain an economy that will 
support the number of people on the planet and maintain anywhere 
near the standard of living we have come to expect it will take all 
the available energy sources.  There are those who would just shut 
the fossil fuel industry down.  Others are more subtle.  They would 
just drive the price of fossil fuels up to the point that fewer and 
fewer would be able to afford the price.  High prices are just a form 
of rationing with different winners.  My friend is going to be alright 
unless they put a tax on the sun.  He has already told me Canadian 
Valley cannot have a franchise on the sun.
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ELECTRALITE
P.O. Box 751 Seminole, Okla. 74818
Serving Hughes, Lincoln, McIntosh, 
Okfuskee, Pottawatomie, Seminole 
and portions of Oklahoma, 
Cleveland and Creek counties

Main Office and Headquarters
Interstate 40 at the Prague/Seminole Exit

Area Office
35 W JC Watts Street, Eufaula

Office Hours
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday -Friday

Board of Trustees
President— Matt Goodson, Tecumseh ......................District 5
Vice President — Robert Schoenecke, Meeker .........District 2
Secretary-Tres.—Steve Marak, Meeker ....................District 1
Asst. Sec/Treas. — Joe Semtner, Konawa ................District 6
Yates Adcock, Dustin   ..............................................District 8
Gary Crain, Prague.....................................................District 3
Clayton Eads, Shawnee .............................................District 4
J.P, Duvall, Seminole .................................................District 7
George E Hand .....................................................Manager
J. Roger Henson ....................................................Attorney
Ann Weaver ...........................................................Editor

Telephone Numbers
Seminole .........................................................(405) 382-3680
Shawnee, Tecumseh, Earlsboro ......................(405) 273-4680
Toll free.............................................................(877)382-3680
Eufaula ........................................................... (918) 689-3232

     Read               Billing date
Cycle 1              26th-31st             5th          1-1/2% penalty
Cycle 2               6th-11th             15th        is applied 20 
Cycle 3              16th-21st             25th       after billing date

In Case of Trouble
1. Check for blown fuse or tripped circuit breakers.
2. Check with your neighbors. Ask if their electricity is off 
and if they have reported it.
3. If not call the office and report the trouble.

Operating Statistics for February
                                                              2011                     2012 
Operating Revenues ..........................    $4,273,342           $4,398,961 
Wholesale Cost of Power ..................   $3,418,206            $3,455,597 
Percentage WPC is of Revenue ..................   79.99                    78.55 
Revenue Per Mi of Line: MTD ................ $827.85                $849.88  
Consumers per mile of line:MTD .................. 4.55                     4.58
KWPeak Demand -This Month ................ 162,960                146,746 
Billing KW Demand ..................................110,748                115,112
KW Peak Demand: YTD .......................... 162,960               146,746 
KWH Purchased - This Month ............. 65,143,540          65,948,273 
Taxes Paid ...............................................  $100,708              $98,123 
Interest on Long Term Debt ...................  $158,144             $178,088 
System Load Factor ......................................  59.5                     64.6

New Services Staked in March   
During the month of March 43 new services were staked. The 
total new services staked in 2012 is 102. This compares to 95 

for the same period in 2011. 

FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT

BEGINNING BALANCE 2/29/12.....$154,154.14
Deposits ........................................................7,621.41 
Interest Income  ..............................................80.61
Checks Issued ...........................................-6,356.02 
Approved, not yet paid ..........................-10,640.30 
BALANCE 3/31/12.............................$144,859.84

      To protect your personal identity, Canadian Valley Electric 
Cooperative is going the extra mile to prevent identify theft. 
     All utilities must comply with the Federal Trade Commission 
“Red Flags” rule. A red flag is a pattern, practice or activity that 
indicates the possible existence of identity theft. 
     For our members this means we will take more time to authen-
ticate your identification. Perhaps we will ask you to verify some 
additional information when you call or ask you for photo ID when 
you come in to start or change an account. 
     These extra steps may take a few more minutes. Protecting your 
identity is worth it.

Protecting identity with “red flags”
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Spring safety tipsNever too early to teach kids about electricity
     As soon as babies learn how 
to crawl, they’re tempted to stick 
their fingers into electrical re-
ceptacles and chew on extension 
cords. So the earlier they know 
how dangerous that is, the safer 
they’ll be growing up in a house 
full of electrical safety hazards.
Teaching your children about 
electricity will help them stay 
safe around it, appreciate it and 
use it wisely as they grow. Here 
are five themes to convey—re-
peatedly—as your kids mature:

     1. Electricity is a wonderful tool that makes it possible for your home to have heat and air con-
ditioning, for your refrigerator to keep your food cold and for their computers, TV and video games 
to work. 
     2. As much as electricity is a benefit, it can be harmful, too. Exploring the electrical compo-
nents of a toy or appliance that’s plugged in can result in a shock, and sometimes those shocks are 
severe enough to burn or injure you. Playing with anything that plugs in can be dangerous if you’re 
rough or careless. 
    3. Water and electricity don’t mix. Dunking a plugged-in toy or other electrical device into 
water can shock or even kill a child.
     4. Wasting electricity doesn’t make sense. Turning off lights when you leave a room and 
unplugging computers, video games and electrical toys when nobody’s using them is good for the 
planet and can save Mom and Dad some money on energy bills.
     5. Your family is a member of a unique kind of electric utility—called an electric coopera-
tive. That means your family owns the utility that it buys its electricity from. Adults can vote in its 
leadership elections and can participate in the utility’s business by attending annual meetings. They 
can even run for a seat on the board.

     Look in this month’s edition of 
the Electrlite  for the hidden account 
number. Find yours and it’s worth 
$25.  The number must be your own. 
Your number must be reported by the 
15th of each month to our office by 
phone, mail or in person.

 Vegetation control continued from 1

     As you spend more time work-
ing in your yard this spring, use 
caution with electric tools and 
power lines.
     * Call your electric coopera-
tive and your phone, gas and 
cable companies if you plan to 
dig in your yard. Whether you’re 
putting up a fence, planting trees 
or digging a foundation for an ad-
dition to your home, you run the 
risk of hitting a buried utility line. 
Don’t guess. 
    * Plant trees far away from 
power lines. Use the 20/20 rule: 
If a tree is likely to grow to 20 
feet tall by the time it matures, 
plant it at least 20 feet away from 
either side of a power line. Don’t 
guess; damaging utility equip-
ment can leave you and your 
neighbors without service and 
could wind up costing you big 
bucks for repairs.
    * Avoid the utility lines you 
can see overhead. Hire a profes-
sional to trim any trees that are 
within reach of an overhead elec-
tric line. If the lines are close to 
your roof, call your electric coop-
erative before climbing up there 
to work out a safety plan that 
might include temporarily killing 
the juice to the “live” wire. 
    * Educate your children 
about the dangers of playing 
around electrical equipment. 
Forbid them from flying kites 
near overhead lines, from climb-
ing utility poles or from hanging 
around nearby substations.
    * Assume every fallen power 
line is “live” and can kill you if 
you touch it. Stay far away—and 
keep your kids away. Call Cana-
dian Valley Electric Cooperative 
immediately and report fallen 
power lines. 
    * Before you use your corded 
power tools this season, clean 
them and inspect them for 
cracks, frayed cords and damaged 
plugs.

     Many pets are frightened by thunder and 
lightening. They may get injured, run off, 
become lost, or cause damage as they seek to 
escape.  915375501
    * Bring pets indoors before storms begin.
    * Make sure the pet has identification. Iden-
tification tags on a well-fitting collar and/or a 
microchip.
    * Set up a “safe” area in your house for your 
pet. This might be a crate or carrier in an inner 

room or basement.  Closing the drapes or turn-
ing up the radio or TV may help.
    * Remember water and food for your pets 
when you assemble your emergency supplies.
    * Take your pet’s mind off the storm. Play 
with them, feed them and reward them for their 
calm behavior. Praise your pet for calm behav-
ior; never discipline them for being fearful or 
reward them when they are fearful. Reinforce 
the good.

Take care of frightened animals during storms

 is a major expense for CVEC and, bottom line 
to you the consumer member because it is one 
of the main expenditures that your electric bills 
pay for.
      CVEC spent over 2 million dollars last year 
on actual cutting and trimming and on herbi-
cide treatment. To properly control the vegeta-
tion in the ROW it requires both cutting and 
herbicide treatment. In a program that cuts only 
your regrowth will be at least twice as many 
trees because of stump sprouting. To control 
regrowth herbicide is needed to decrease your 
trees per mile and also it is more cost effective 
because vegetation on a little over 8 miles can 
be controlled with herbicide compared to 1 mile 
with cutting with the same amount of money.

     Currently we have brought in Environ-
mental Consultants, Inc. to evaluate our ROW 
program so we can maintain the ROW in the 
most efficient manner. ECI has over 35 years of 
vegetation management consulting experience 
in the electric utility industry and is an impar-
tial, environmental, scientific, and vegetation 
management consulting firm.
     Long time Right-Of-Way Coordinator David 
Heaton is planning on retiring in June. He has 
spent a lot of time on the system evaluating the 
ROW and checking crews, he will be missed.
     Trees are beautiful and God created them 
with a purpose for beauty and converting carbon 
dioxide to oxygen but the bottom line is that 
trees and electric lines don’t mix.  
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2 br, 1 ba cabin, 30x30 metal 
garage, boat ramp, Eagle 
Bluff, Eufaula, $81,500. 
(918) 341-4080, 521-6870
5 acres Porum Landing near 
Eufaula Dam, $8,000, obo. 
220-2825
Sale or rent, 3 br, 2 ba in 
Eufaula $650, minor maint 
in exchange for deposit dis-
count. (918) 618-4744, 618-
4744
Oak Creek doublewide, 
2008, 28x40 w/2 porches, 
ramp, tilt windows, extra 
insulation, 2 ½ year war-
ranty.  932-4808
Wanted: pasture up to 40 
acres, but not less that 20, 
close to Shawnee. 273-
2321
09 manufactured home, 
2,128 sq ft, 3 br, 2 ba, 2 car, 
2 living areas,m safe room, 
boat dock, ramp, Shawnee 
Twin Lakes, $155,000. 245-
6810
3 br, 1.5 ba, shop, 2 deck, 
built in 2,000, 5 acres, 
2 miles from Prague, 
$110,000. 395-7069
5.3 acres, big trees, seclud-
ed, good well, 2 mi south of 
Macomb, $3,300 per acre. 
333-2466
20 acres in Tecumseh, paved 
road, 2 stocked ponds. 598-
0932
Older mobile home for rent 
north of McLoud, $250. 
833-4485

2,500 sq ft, 2 br, 2ba, 2 liv-
ing areas, office, laundry, 
new carpet, roof, windows, 
1,500 sq ft shop, outside 
Seminole, $189,000. 380-
8647
Free 3 br house to be moved. 
258-2950, 815-0102
200 acre hunting farm cabin, 
new fence. (918) 866-2441

350 Yamaha 4 wheeler 
$895. 598-0932
Honda 250 4 wheeler. 258-
2950, 815-0102
05 Ford diesel F-350 1 ton 
dually truck 4x4 long bed, 
94k mi, drk gray, double 
cab, $18,900. 567-4467, 
990-5838
Mazda MX-6; 93 Mercury 
Sable, leather, elec. 
Windows. $1,200. 274-
3580
18’ car hauler older U-Haul, 
9,000 lb capacity, $850. 
454-0510
92 Isuzu truck, needs carbu-
retor, $1,000. 395-2962
56 Chevy Bel-Air, 2 dr, no 
motor or trans, project car, 
$2,800. 386-6995
04 ATV Bombardier, 2 seat-
er, 650 Quest XT $3,950. 
317-4964
Yamaha V-Star, studded 
driver, passenger studded 
seat only, $100 obo. 275-
8173
Wanted: Junk vehicles, $75-
$200 cash upfront. 650-
7033

93 Cadillac Sedan Deville, 
113k mi. 273-0115
07 Nissan Pathfinder, load-
ed, low miles, 4x4, one 
owner. 317-3551
06 Nissan Sentra, 4dr, 49k 
mi, 1.85 auto, white/blk 
interior, $8,000. 386-3928
01 Pontiac Bonneville, 106k 
mi, loaded, $6,500 obo. 
275-5636
01 Chevy S-10, V6, LS, 
extended cab pickup, auto 
trans, 40k mi, $8,000 obo. 
380-2471
01 Harley trade for back-
hoe. (918) 866-2440
96 Dodge Ram ext cab pick-
up, $1,000 obo. 380-7188

5th wheel, husky hitch w/
mounting rails, 16k; 5th 
wheel, 3 leg stabilizer stand. 
668-2242
82 Eldorado RV sleeps 6, 
new tires, new frig, A/C, 
generator. 964-2672, 964-
5567
Complete camper shell for 
sm pickup, best offer. 290-
8779

90 Sunbird/Barlett boat, 18’ 
w/cabin Mercury 200 xlpt, 
$2,000; trailer and assorted 
vests. 567-7543
AKC English Mastiff pups, 
$800 full reg., $600 limited 
reg. (918) 618-4044, 612-
8366

Reg. Hereford bulls, high 
quality, heavy muscled, 
5 heavy bred reg. polled 
Hereford females. 598-
3540
2 reg. older mares, well 
broke, friendly, shown, 14.2 
HH sorrels, sound, $1,200 
ea. 452-3267
Straignt run chicks, mix 
breeds. 598-2577
Reg. Husky & H.C. wolf 
hybrid pups $200-$1,800. 
(866) 957-5572
Bantam chickens. 598-6711
AKC poodle adults, 1 m, 
4 fm, $100-$500 ea. 275-
6527
CKC Great Dane pups, blue, 
blue merles, 1st shots. (918) 
618-4477
ABCA reg. Border Collie 
pups, born 3-9, fm $350. 
566-9243

Wanted: grain drill. 273-
4703
30 hp New Holland tractor, 
$7,500; 19 hp riding lawn 
mower, $400. 567-2635
2 ton 3 c creep feeders, 
steel feed troughs, mineral 
feeders, reduced prices. 
932-1286
8 wheel V rake 3 pt hook-up 
$500. 567-4467, 990-5838
231 Massey Ferguson, low 
hours, 6’, 5’ brush hogs, 6’ 
finish mower, 3 horse slant 
gooseneck. 740-3664, 964-
2622
US made pedal car John 
Deer tractor, rideable, 
faded, not restored, $600. 
273-2190
Priefert self-catch/manual 
head gate, $400. 584-0000
20’ gooseneck stock trailer; 
sq bale loader, Silver King 
squeeze chute; portable 
creep feeder. 598-5680
Good used tractor tire/tube 
size 11-2-28, $100. 382-
5002
Grader, tractor, various farm 
items. (918) 866-2441
Wanted: Front end loader 
for International 564. 279-
2616
06 3130 Kubota tractor, low 
hrs, $14,000. 454-6176
25 OAS Belarus tractor; H 
Farmall tractor. 398-4662

Firewood $45 rick you haul. 
598-5860, 598-2749

8” joiner $295; 14”, 15” 16” 
used tires; 8’, 10’, 12’, 16’ 
trailers. 598-0932
Maytag gas or propane 
dryer, $100. 567-2635
Brown Lazyboy recliner, 
$20; gas cook stove, $25. 
567-4467, 990-5838
Sewing machine, for can-
vas or med. leather, flat top 
table, accessories. 808-8426
Whirlpool washer/dryer; 
elec. stove, $100; shop 
blower, $25. 275-3419
Wanted: used books. 878-
8858
Wanted: digital tv converter. 
273-0817
Fencing barbed wire, high 
tension; pipe corals; steel 
buildings, 997-3877
Machine quilts; pump play-
er piano, $1,500; 7/8 rods 
$8; ¾ rods, $6. 784-5575
40 gal fish tank, stand, 
accessories; fish, two tanks, 
$100. 452-3122
Kubota, low mi, lawn 
mower, needs carb.; 2.8 hp 
Briggs long life, $825. 382-
0589
Bernette overlocker #334 
ds, like new. 273-0054
Clocks, buy, sale, repair. 
513-2986
Wanted: beehives with or 
without bees. (918) 656-
3653
Dining room table, 68”x42” 
Thomasville, pecan, 3 12” 
leaves, chairs need repair, 
$350. 454-2618
McCulloch chainsaw; Sears 
Craftsman chainsaw; table 
saw. 878-6697
Bee and swarm removal. 
432-9352
Free firewood, you cut. 273-
4049
Cedar trees cut/stacked by 
the hour. 637-4328
Lasermark self leveling 
laser, $350; home portable 
sewing machine, $25. 386-
5201
Kids motorcycle boots, size 
3, $50; med. jersey, size 24, 
26 pants, gloves, set $50. 
273-7176
33’x54” above ground pool 
w/ladder, pump, sand fil-
ter, purchased 2008, $4,000 
obo. 210-1081
2000 Rheem self-contained 
H/A unit cheap. 380-7188
Hardly used Craftsman table 
saw; cub cadet riding trac-
tor, no deck, low hrs. (918) 
866-2440
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     Each CVEC member family is limited to ONE free classified 
ad per month. The form below must be used. The length of the ad 
cannot exceed three lines on the form. ads run only one time. Area 
codes are not used unless outside the 405 area. 

Trading Center Classifieds

All INFORMATION BELOW MUST BE COMPLETED

     Classified must be received by the 5th of the month to appear in the following 
edition of The Electra-Lite.     

Name 

Address

Account number                                 Phone number

Real Estate

Misc

Pets/livestock

Farm

Automobiles

RV/Marine
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