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By George
       I had a friend in an earlier life electric 
cooperative experience who cared very lit-
tle for the short and especially wintery days 
of this time of year. He was an area service 
man for that cooperative and he had to go 
day and night, whenever and wherever the 
task of keeping the power flowing required.  
As you can imagine that is not in a warm 
office somewhere.  He would often remark 
on a nice day this time of year, “Any day 
like this one is cheating winter.”  If howev-
er the day was  miserable wet or freezing, 
his refrain would be, “I sure am glad to get 
this day behind us. We are one day closer 
to spring.”
      So far he would have been very pleased 
with the winter of 2011/2012.  While at 
this writing we are still at risk for at least 
seven more weeks of possible winter 
weather.  In the electric utility business it 
only takes a few hours of the wrong kind 
of winter weather to do millions of dollars 
of damage and ruin your whole year.  I 
like “cheating” winter out of any bad days 
possible.  Weather-wise 2011 was a good 
year for electric utilities in Oklahoma.  
There were no ice storms that hit our area 
of the country.  That alone makes it a 
good year.  However 2011 started out very 
cold and snowy with all time record cold 
temperatures in most parts of Oklahoma.  
Last February meters on Canadian Valley 
Electric Cooperative’s system turned faster 
and longer than at any previous time.  Then 
the long, hot, dry summer tested the electric 
utility systems’ abilities to meet the demand 
for electricity.  In Oklahoma a big part of 
this demand for more electricity was driven 
by air-conditioners as we all tried to “beat” 
the heat.  A cold winter and a hot summer 
in the same year create more demand for 
electricity.  The year 2011 set all kinds of 
records including consumption of electric-
ity in the Canadian Valley Electric service 
area and throughout Oklahoma and this 
region of the country.
      Just a short note here.  The last time 
Canadian Valley Electric adjusted its 
Electric rates was at the beginning of 2009 
in the total amount of about 2.5%.  At the 
beginning of 2011 we advised that our 
best estimate of any rate increase action by 

Be prepared for lightening this spring
    By Lloyd Parks, 
CVEC manager 
of      information 
technology  

     As we all know 
spring is quickly 
approaching and 
with that comes 
thunderstorms as 
well.  In today’s 
world everyone 
has more and more 
electronic devices 
in their homes that 
provide us better 
comfort, entertain-
ment, and security.  
Just like everything 
else, things manu-
factured today aren’t 
built quite as well as they were in the past.  The main reason for this is the fact that technolo-
gies in the electronics are so small they simply cannot take the abuse of a large over voltage. 
There are a few things that we as consumers can do to reduce the exposure and damage to 
sensitive equipment. When I was a child I can remember unplugging the TV during stormy 
weather and disconnecting the antenna cable to reduce the exposure, 
     I still do that today. I realize that this sounds like too much trouble but still makes good 
sense if you are not using the item. Some of the best preventative things you can do is to 
insure sources other than the power side such as; cable system, satellite dish and cabling, 
telephone cabling are properly grounded. Numerous times a surge will come in from other 
sources and damage a computer for instance that has a phone line to a modem. This happens 
because the computer is a common connection for the phone and electrical system which has 
a much better ground.  
       Surge suppression is always a good idea and there are several on the market today from 
“whole house” protection, power strips, uninterruptable power supplies, to small single 
plug in types. All surge protectors are not created equal and will range from a few dollars to 
hundreds depending on what you want to protect and of course, high price doesn’t prom-
ise quality. To find out what the unit is capable of, you need to check out its Underwriters 
Laboratories (UL) ratings. UL is an independent, not-for-profit company that tests electric 
and electronic products for safety. If a protector doesn’t have a UL listing, it’s probably junk; 
there’s a good chance it doesn’t have any protection components at all. If it does use MOVs, 
they may be of inferior quality. Cheaper MOVs can easily overheat, setting the entire surge 
protector on fire. This is actually a fairly common occurrence. 
       Many UL-listed products are also of inferior quality, of course, but you’re at least guar-
anteed that they have some surge protection capabilities and meet a marginal safety standard. 
Be sure that the product is listed as a transient voltage surge suppressor. 
     This means that it meets the criteria for UL 1449, UL’s minimum performance standard 
for surge suppressors. There are a lot of power strips listed by UL that have no surge protec-
tion components at all. They are listed only for their performance as extension cords.
      No surge protector is 100 percent effective and even top of the line equipment may have  
some serious problems. Electronics experts are actually somewhat divided over the best way 
to deal with power surges, and different manufacturers claim other technologies are inher-
ently faulty. 
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By George cont. 

      Canadian Valley Electric would be at least a year away.  Well that 
year has come and gone.  However due mostly to the good weather 
year (for electric lines – no large scale damages) and the increased 
sales of electricity due to the weather extremes, we can still project 
that any rate increase action by Canadian Valley would likely still be 
at least a year away.  Canadian Valley Electric’s part of the overall 
electric bill that pays for the poles, wires, transformers and people 
to keep the system going only accounts for a little over 20% of the 
electric bill.  The other 80% goes to build, maintain and run the gen-
erators to make electricity and for the transmission grid to bring the 
bulk electricity to our service area.
       The major drivers of the price of electricity in the future will 
be the price of natural gas and the new regulations on coal plant 
emissions.  Power plant owners will have to add millions of dollars 
of investment to coal plants to meet new regulations.  After adding 
these dollars, the plants will produce no additional electric energy, 
likely less.  Natural gas is providing an increasing share of the fuel 
for power plants.  Today the price of natural gas has fallen to levels 
below the cost of replacement.  We are told that our country has an 
abundance of natural gas available, perhaps a 200 year supply.  
In a new natural gas fired power plant, any increase in the price of 
Natural gas of $1.00 increases the cost of the electricity about ¾ of 
a cent.  Produces say that they need about 3 times today’s price for 
natural gas to produce from the abundant supply but that is so much 
more difficult and expensive to develop.  Not tomorrow, but in the 
not so distant future, energy will be taking an even bigger bite out of 
everyone’s pocket book.  915151402
      The time to begin preparing is today with good energy decisions 
now and at every opportunity.  When we buy that new appliance for 
our home, we are committing to the monthly energy consumption it 
requires for its future useful life.
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ELECTRALITE
P.O. Box 751 Seminole, Okla. 74818
Serving Hughes, Lincoln, McIntosh, 
Okfuskee, Pottawatomie, Seminole 
and portions of Oklahoma, 
Cleveland and Creek counties

Main Office and Headquarters
Interstate 40 at the Prague/Seminole Exit

Area Office
35 W JC Watts Street, Eufaula

Office Hours
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday -Friday

Board of Trustees
President— Matt Goodson, Tecumseh ......................District 5
Vice President — Robert Schoenecke, Meeker .........District 2
Secretary-Tres.—Steve Marak, Meeker ....................District 1
Asst. Sec/Treas. — Joe Semtner, Konawa ................District 6
Yates Adcock, Dustin   ..............................................District 8
Gary Crain, Prague.....................................................District 3
Clayton Eads, Shawnee .............................................District 4
J.P, Duvall, Seminole .................................................District 7
George E Hand .....................................................Manager
J. Roger Henson ....................................................Attorney
Ann Weaver ...........................................................Editor

Telephone Numbers
Seminole .........................................................(405) 382-3680
Shawnee, Tecumseh, Earlsboro ......................(405) 273-4680
Toll free.............................................................(877)382-3680
Eufaula ........................................................... (918) 689-3232

     Read               Billing date
Cycle 1              26th-31st             5th          1-1/2% penalty
Cycle 2               6th-11th             15th        is applied 20 
Cycle 3              16th-21st             25th       after billing date

In Case of Trouble
1. Check for blown fuse or tripped circuit breakers.
2. Check with your neighbors. Ask if their electricity is off 
and if they have reported it.
3. If not call the office and report the trouble.

Operating Statistics for December
                                                            2010                  2011 
Operating Revenues ..........................    $5,153,911          $4,755,179 
Wholesale Cost of Power ..................   $3,727,853          $3,753.504 
Percentage WPC is of Revenue ..................   72.33                   78.94 
Revenue Per Mi of Line: MTD ................ $998.43               $918.88 
Consumers per mile of line:MTD .................. 4.55                     4.57
KWPeak Demand -This Month ................ 138,416              142,366 
Billing KW Demand ..................................115,005                110,748
KW Peak Demand: YTD .......................... 158,984                165,676
KWH Purchased - This Month ............. 72,857,830          72,252,200 
Taxes Paid ...............................................   $89,250               $97,761 
Interest on Long Term Debt ...................  $191,033             $194,927 
System Load Factor ......................................   70.7                     68.2

New Services Staked in January
   During the month of January 28 new services were staked. 
The total new services staked in 2012 is 28. This compares to 

38 for the same period in 2011. 

     Canadian Valley Electric has copies of its Bylaws 
available free to CVEC members at the headquar-
ters office, I-40 & Hwy 377. They also are on CVEC's 
Website www.candianvalley.org

  Spring weather has a way of attracting pests — like unscrupulous 
home-improvement contractors who can’t wait to “help” you tune 
up your air conditioner, patch your roof or repave your driveway.
     If you need to hire a contractor for any of those jobs, choose one 
who has a state license to do the work, who is bonded and insured, 
and who has done good work at the home of a friend or neigh-
bor who is happy to recommend  him. Do not hire someone who 
knocks on your door without an appointment.
      If you need an electrician or air conditioning/heating tech, ask 
your electric cooperative, your neighbors or your co-workers for 
some names. Check that the person has a valid and current state 
license. Choose someone whose company name is painted on his 
truck and who has official letterhead and business cards that give 
the company’s name, address, phone number and state license num-
ber.    916416906
     And know that Canadian Valley Electric Cooperative will never 
send someone to your house without an appointment and proper 
credentials. Never invite someone into your home who does not 
have an appointment and credible identification.

Beware of spring predators

MARCH1012.indd   2 2/15/12   7:47:08 PM



       Each year, the Operation Round Up program has an audit of the financial records of the 
CVEC Foundation.  At the same time, the accountants conduct an independent review of the 
Foundation financial statements.
      The primary benefit of a comprehensive annual audit is to assure CVEC members, the 
very people who donate to Operation Round Up and make grants possible, that financial 
statements are accurate and reliable.  The audit verifies the numbers, ensures accuracy, and 
assesses procedures.  
     The external professionals who conduct the audit also strive to identify any possible weak-
nesses in our internal controls and recommend ways to improve the integrity of our financial 
practices.
      The money contributed to Operation Round Up is entrusted to the CVEC Foundation, 
Inc., board, which is made up of eight volunteers who each live in one of the eight districts 
making up the co-ops service area.  The directors are appointed by CVEC Trustees to serve 
a three year term.  They meet regularly throughout the year-every six to eight weeks-to care-
fully review and decide funding requests. 
      Individuals and nonprofit agencies wishing to apply for assistance can download an appli-
cation from CVEC’s website, www.canadianvalley.org or pick up at the CVEC headquarters.  
Forms can also be mailed upon request. If you have questions or need additional information, 
call Sheri Wyant at Canadian Valley.

CVEC Foundation, Inc. Board of Directors              

     Charles Annanders 
     James Hargrove
     Connie Guinn
     Larry Spoonemore
     Frank Oliver
    Dian Dawson
    Shirley Boren
    Tom Mikles

FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT
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     This month two hidden account numbers 
are hidden in The ElectraLite. Each is worth 
$25.  The number must be your own and 
found within the the paper. Your number 
must be reported by the 15th of each month 
to our office by phone, mail or in person.

Operation Round Up making a differnce
Surge Protector Ratings
     On a listed surge protector, you should 
find a couple of ratings.   
     Look for:
     • Clamping voltage — This tells you 
what voltage will cause the MOVs to con-
duct electricity to the ground line. A lower 
clamping voltage indicates better protec-
tion. There are three levels of protection in 
the UL rating -- 330 V, 400 V and 500 V. 
Generally, a clamping voltage more than 
400 V is too high.
    • Energy absorption/dissipation — 
This rating, given in joules, tells you how 
much energy the surge protector can absorb 
before it fails. A higher number indicates 
greater protection. Look for a protector that 
is at least rated at 200 to 400 joules. For 
better protection, look for a rating of 600 
joules or more.
     • Response time — Surge protectors 
don’t kick in immediately; there is a very 
slight delay as they respond to the power 
surge. A longer response time tells you that 
your computer (or other equipment) will be 
exposed to the surge for a greater amount 
of time. Look for a surge protector that 
responds in less than one nanosecond.
     You should also look for a protector 
with an indicator light that tells you if the 
protection components are functioning. All 
MOVs will burn out after repeated power 
surges, but the protector will still func-
tion as a power strip. Without an indicator 
light, you have no way of knowing if your 
protector is still functioning properly.
     Better surge protectors may come with 
some sort of guarantee of their perfor-
mance. If you’re shopping for more expen-
sive units, look for a protector that comes 
with a guarantee on your computer.  If the 
unit fails to protect your computer from 
a power surge, the company will actually 
replace your computer. This isn’t total 
insurance, of course — you’ll still lose all 
the data on your hard drive, which could 
cost you plenty — but it is a good indica-
tion of the manufacturer’s confidence in 
their product. 
     Surprisingly, surge protectors are an 
extremely controversial piece of technol-
ogy, and they have sparked a great deal 
of debate. There are latterly thousands of 
pages of information on the web if you 
should want to know more.

Surge protection continued  from page 1

Name:_____________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________
Account No.________________  Phone No.____________
Type of Support Equipment: _______________________
Time of Use:______________ or  Hours Per Day_______        
Time Used During  Day:_______________to ____________
Other Use: ___________________________________________
Can Equipment Be Manually Operated?
 Yes_____  No_____
Do you have a Back-up Electric Generator?
 Yes_____ No_____

CANADIAN VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

     Canadian Valley Electric continually updates its listing of 
members who are dependent on dialysis machines, respira-
tors, or other life support equipment that operates electrically 
in their homes. If you or someone living in your home uses 
such life saving devices, please complete the following infor-
mation and return it to CVEC at the address below:

Important information for
members dependent on life support

BEGINNING BALANCE 12/31/11...$148,355.56 
Deposits .......................................................7,461.26 
Interest Income  ................................................6.96
Checks Issued ........................................... -3,274.13 
Approved, not yet paid ..........................-11,051.82 
BALANCE 1/31/12.............................$141,497.83
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For rent 2 br, older mh north of 
McLoud, $150 mo. 240-1530
16x80 mh, 3 br, 2 ba., to be 
moved. 365-7770
Rent to own 1 ¼ ac, 2 br, mh, 
fenced, out buildings, $68,000, 
$550 a mo w/down payment. 
386-5278
5 ac wooded, 1.5 mi north 
of Lake Thunderbird on Lago 
Vista Road, $35,000. 395-
0580
20 acres, 3 br, 1 ¾ house, 
lrg covered deck, cellar, 4 car 
building, new well, between 
Stroud and Prague. 567-3738
3 br, 2.5 ba, 1,800 sq ft, 2 out 
buildings, 3 acres Tecumseh, 
$150,000. 997-3723
80 acres, 3 br, 2 ba brick home, 
barn, 2 ponds, roping arena, 
pecan trees, St. Louis. 598-
3232
3 br, 1 ba, 1,600 sq ft house, 
5 acres, remodeled; 2nd house 
1,080 sq ft, barns, $115,000. 
279-2086
09 mfg home, 2,128 sf, 3 br, 
2 ba, 2 car, office, safe room, 
31902 Lake Road, $159,000. 
245-6810
2 br, 1 ba log cabin, 30x30 
metal garage, boat ramp, Eagle 
Bluff at Eufaula. (918) 341-
4080
3 br house to be moved, $3,000 
obo. 257-6185, 361-8472
5 acres, 2 mi n of HWY 62 
and Wilzetta Rd, well, electric, 
$35,000. 642-0789
05 4 br, 2 ba doublewide, 2,87 
acres, 3 mi s of Prague, 2,220 
sq ft. 694-6368
40 ac frame home, 2 metal 
blds, 2 stocked ponds, grass 
wooded, near Cromwell, 
$159,500. 637-1585
12x56 mh, $800. 996-8295
Single wide MH. 279-2826

99 Calvalier, good cond. 365-
7770
26 Ford Model T Coupe, pro-
fessionally restored, $9,500. 
214-9362
92 Isuzu truck, $1,000. 395-
2962
73 Datsun Lil Hustler 521 
pickup, started in 95; 2 ex 
trans, 1 engine, $600. 382-
0589
3500 Yamaha 4 wheeler, $895; 
used trailer tires; 95 1500 Chev 
ext cab, $3,950. 598-0932
98 Mustang, runs good. 618-
3850
74 Ford F350 nice truck, 
$2,500; 80 CB 900 $1,000 or 
trade. 258-7359
92 Mercedes 190e, $2,400 
obo; 90 Galant, $1,200; 94 
Honda Civic, $1,800 obo. 274-
3580, 598-3540
18’ car hauler trailer older 
U-Haul $950. 454-0510, 343-
1666
Wanted: junk vehicles, $75-
$200. 650-7033
04 Pontiac Montana van, new 
tires, $4,000 obo. 333-2480
07 Electric Glide classic 
trike kited, 20k mi w/extras, 
$23,500. 273-3638
1 Bridgestone 245/75R16 tire 
brand new $100. (918) 344-
6982
89 Chevy ½ ton single cab lg 
bed, 4x4, $750. 684-7623
4 Outlaw 2P255-60R15 tires 
on alum wheels w/chrome 
caps/lugs, $300. 966-8295
01 Dodge Intrepid 136k mi, 
new tires, blown head gasket, 
$425. 275-3129, 313-6413
99 Toyota Camry, 91 k mi, 
new tires, $4,200 obo. 623-
1366, 964-6568
02 Ford F-150 lg bed pick-
up; 04 Chevy 4x2 Trailblazer 

$4,500 ea. 206-7841
06 HD Sportster 1200, $7,500. 
227-6051
97 Tahoe, 4x4, $1,500 obo. 
973-5012
90 Chevy Suburban cheap. 
380-7188

Older in board Bass boat, 
$2,500 obo; overhead camper 
fits F150 Ford pickup. Sell 
together or separate. 585-1504
2 97 Polaris personal Water 
Craft, trailer, $3,000 for both. 
227-6051
Heavy duty 5th wheel trailer 
hitch, $250. 249-0909
95 Coachman Cataline lite 5th 
wheel trailer 23’, 4 new tires. 
(918) 623-8999
5th wheel hitch, Pro Series, 
$250. 240-4438
08 Jayco Feather lgt 31v bum-
per pull travel trailer, heat, air, 
slide, $12,000. 997-5580
74 15’ boat, trailer, motor 50 
hp, $500 obo. 279-2330

Sm stock trailer, new floor, 
rubber mats. 618-3850
3c 2 pen creep feeder mineral 
feeders, cattle feed troughs. 
932-1286
Wanted: 11.2x28 tractor tires 
w/wheels for Ford 8N. 273-
7176
2 ft end loaders, 1 JD, 1 
International. 382-2116
Cattleguard 16x8 $350; 
Unicorn firewood splitter pow-
ered by tractor PTO, $150; 
used sheet iron. 382-1444
6’ brush hog $450; 5’ w/stump 
jumper $350; 5 hp power 
washer, $100; chrome bed pu 
rails, $25. 640-9531

Diamond plate fuel tank/tool 
box combo, $450; bridles, hal-
ters, saddle pads, old saddle, 8 
gal crock, $40. 598-6555
Several pieces of ranch equip. 
631-1505

2 puppies, 8 w/o free. 383-
2044
AKC Sib Husky pups, $800 
limited reg.; wolf pups, $2,000. 
(866) 957-5572
Brown Bay Mare, $300 obo. 
274-3580, 650-2990
Blk metal pet pen, 4x8x6, 
$250. (580) 925-3610
AKC Mastiff pups, 8 w/o, m 
$1,000, fm, $800. (918) 618-
4044
Reg. blk, polled limo cows, 
2.5-10 y/o, bred 4 m. 613-
5170
Free pups, 3 m/o, Boston terri-
er/auzzi/beagle mix. 964-5687
Wanted: peacock and peahen 
about 2 y/o. 279-4007, 370-
2861
Bobwhite and Valley quail, 
flight cond. 527-0730
Free barn cats, healthy. 820-
2419

Gas heater, like new, $240. 
257-6185, 361-8472
Commercial DeWalt panel 
saw $995; 8” joiner $300. 
598-0932
2 metal bunk beds, $60 ea. 
996-8295
Guitar Fender. Elec. maple. 
240-4438
Alterations, sewing, leather 
included. 388-3391
Antique iron wagon wheels, 
various sizes, $25 and up. 
642-2305
Halls Jewel tea dishes 
“Autum Leaf” from 40s-50s, 
$5 and up per piece. 382-
2520
Tree stand, $75; tents, $25 
ea; 2 bows, $150 ea; Snapon 
Impact, $25 ea; misc camp-
ing gear. 973-5012
Inversion table, $60; 32” tv, 
$50; 2 antique clocks. 273-
0910
Granite ground level grave 
markers. 317-0060
Firewood, $50 rick; cb radi-
os, elec parts, $30; Philco 6 
volt radio, $75. 454-2046
8’ slate pool table, new bum-
pers, felt, bar table w/2 bar 
stools, $400. 380-7188
Brother 4000D Disney sew-
ing/embroidery machine, 
$2,400. 740-9843
Laser Mark LMH self level-
ing laser, $350; 8”x5/6”x20” 
wh pvc tinhorn, $500; Home 
and Brother sewing machines, 

$20 ea. 386-5201
LOPI top loading cast iron 
wood stove, fire run red enam-
el, used one winter, $1,200. 
201-2377
Alpaca beans, tea or ground 
manure; whole frozen chick-
ens $5 lb; eggs $2.50 dz. 567-
2404
Wood rick $50; nice recliner 
chairs, $25 ea; antique sofa, 
$200. 964-2569
Ice box, $100; Kenmore wash-
er dryer, $200; gas dryer, $100. 
275-3419
2 goose neck plates 2 5/16” 
balls, $40 ea. 567-4334
Wanted: cheap, reasonable 
ammo or good guns. (918) 
866-2440
Clocks for sale. 513-2986
88 Hallmark holiday villages, 
7 houses, 45 villagers, kept in 
dust-free containers. 333-2592
Cedar trees cut and stacked by 
hour. 637-4328
400 gal plastic tank mounted 
on metal frame, $60; baby 
clothes, 50 cents ea; baby bed 
w/mattress, $50. 398-4912
Kid motorcycle boots, pants, 
jersey set, $50; Foosball table, 
$75; Suzuki 4 wheelers, 50cc, 
$700 ea. 273-7176
Free 10 pr Wrangler jeans, 
31x36. 567-5165
Seasoned firewood, $55 rick. 
831-7323, 997-3943
Antiques; 2 room tent, $25; 7’ 
Christmas tre, $15; 4’ reindeer, 
$15; shower chair, walker $30. 
279-3638
Fireplace insert. 567-3047
Free wood for wiener roasts 
etc, you pick up. 273-4049
4’x30” steel smoker w/firebox, 
$1,500; 6” joiner needs motor, 
$150. 279-2330
Crystal stemware, 24 pieces, 
water pitcher, decanter. 333-
2592
Garden lawn mower trailer, 
$10; Craftsman cut off saw, 
$30; bridge type tile saw, $100, 
566-9872
Seasoned oak firewood, $50 
rick. 240-7750
Scroll saw, $50; saber saw 
$10; bit sharpner, $20; lawn 
edger, $10; 14 metal shelfs 
$15; wheelbarrow, $30. 382-
5045
Queen bed, 2 elec stoves, rd 
table, 4 chairs. 279-2826
72 Skyhawk Cessana airplane. 
631-1505
2 Serta twin mattresses w/day-
bed, trundle, $200. 964-2477
Lrg Craftsman 10’ tablesaw on 
stand, $125. 454-2294
Strapless formals, sz 5/6, 
9/10, 12. 382-1141
Machine quilted quilts; lots 
of paperback books. 784-
5575
Machine quilting quilts. 382-
2516
Wanted: used books. 878-
8858
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     Each CVEC member family is limited to ONE free classified 
ad per month. The form below must be used. The length of the ad 
cannot exceed three lines on the form. ads run only one time. Area 
codes are not used unless outside the 405 area. 

Trading Center Classifieds

All INFORMATION BELOW MUST BE COMPLETED

     Classified must be received by the 5th of the month to appear in the following 
edition of The Electra-Lite.     

Name 

Address

Account number                                 Phone number

Real Estate

Misc

Pets/livestock

Farm

Automobiles

RV/Marine
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