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You might plant shrubs and bush-
es to make your yard look nicer. They 
might also lower your energy bill.

Careful landscape planning can 
help protect a house from summer’s 
hot sun and winter’s cold winds.

Here’s a quick guide to saving 
energy through smart planting:

•  Determine the climate in your 
community and even in your yard. 
Does your house sit on a sunny hill, 
or does it get more wind than most?

•  The best landscapes combine 
trees for shading in the summer and 
those that serve as windbreaks in the 
winter.

•  Trees not only shade the house, 
but they can reduce the air tem-
perature nearby by up to 9 degrees, 
according to the Department of 
Energy. Air underneath trees can be 
25 degrees cooler than the area above 
unshaded blacktop.

•  Plant deciduous trees—the kind 
that shed their leaves in the fall—with 
high, spreading branches to the south 

of your home. This allows for ulti-
mate shading in the summer, while 
still letting winter solar heat filter in. 
To the west, plant trees with lower 

If just the thought of easing up on the air conditioning in the middle 
of a summer heat wave makes you sweat, consider this trick to save elec-
tricity: Go outside.

1. Spend weekend days outdoors. Before you leave the house for the 
day, turn the a/c up a few degrees. No need to keep your house super-cool 
if you’re not going to be in it.

2. Turn all of the lights and electronics off before you head outdoors, 
even for a little while.

3. Don’t cook on your stove or in your oven. Grill outdoors; prepare 
big salads; pack a picnic; or order in.

To Save on Air Conditioning, 
Spend More Time Outside

Plant for Beauty 
and Efficiency

crowns to block afternoon sun.
•  Deciduous trees of six feet to 

eight feet can begin to shade the home 
the first year, although five to 10 years 
will pass before they’re tall enough to 
shade the roof. Use shrubs, vines and 
groundcover plants to line walkways 
and windows for additional cooling.

•  If winter wind is your concern, 
design windbreaks to reduce wind 
chill. Plant a combination of trees, 
shrubs and bushes with low crowns to 
the north and northwest of the home. 
Dense evergreen trees protect best, 
but plant them at a distance of two to 
five times the maximum height. As a 
backup, plant bushes and vines about 
a foot from the house to create insu-
lating air space.

By incorporating energy-saving 
ideas into your landscape plans, you 
can have both a beautiful yard and a 
lower energy bill year round.

Sounds Crazy, But....
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Serving Hughes, Lincoln, McIntosh, Okfuskee, Pottawatomie, 
Seminole & portions of Oklahoma, Cleveland & Creek counties

Cycle 1
Cycle 2
Cycle 3

26th-31st
6th-11th
16th-21st

5th
15th
25th

1-1/2% penalty 
applied 20 days 
after billing date

Read Billing date

Operating Revenues
Wholesale Cost of Power
Percentage WPC is of Revenue
Consumers per Mile of Line
Revenue per Mile of Line
KW Peak Demand - This month
Billing kW demand
KW Peak Demand - YTD
KWh Purchased - This month
Taxes Paid
Interest on Long Term Debt
System Load Factor

President - Joe Semtner, Konawa ..................................
Vice Pres. - Robert Schoenecke, Meeker ......................
Sec.-Treas. - Matt Goodson, Tecumseh .........................
Asst. Sec.-Treas. - Steve Marak, Meeker ......................
Gary Crain, Prague ........................................................
Clayton Eads, Shawnee .................................................
J.P. Duvall, Seminole ......................................................
Yates Adcock, Dustin ......................................................
J. Roger Henson ............................................................

ELECTRALITE

Seminole
Shawnee
Eufaula
Prague
Toll-free

Telephone Numbers

In Case of Trouble
1. Check for blown fuse or tripped circuit breakers.
2. Check with your neighbors. Ask if their electricity is 

off and if they have reported it.
3. If not, call the office or download the Smarthub app 

to report the trouble.

2016              2017 
$4,187,306 
$3,083,554 

73.64
4.64

$798.19
103,288
103,288
154,489

51,813,534
83,798

182,595
60.8

$4,527,876 
$3,159,103 

69.77
4.68

$862.12 
119,120
102,428
161,211

54,171,736
$76,265

$174,109
61.1

June 2017

New Services Staked in April
   During the month of April, 26 new services were 
staked. The total new services staked in 2017 is 132. 
This compares to 124 for the same period in 2016. 
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Main Office and Headquarters
Interstate 40 at the Prague/Seminole Exit

Area Office
35 W. JC Watts Street, Eufaula

Office Hours
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday - Friday

District 6
District 2
District 5
District 1
District 3
District 4
District 7
District 8
Attorney

(405) 382-3680
(405) 273-4680
(918) 689-3232
(405) 567-3206
(877) 382-3680

Operation 
Round-Up

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

BEGINNING BALANCE 3/31/17 ................
Deposits ................................................................
Interest Income  .......................................................
Checks Issued .....................................................
Approved, not yet paid ....................................
BALANCE 4/30/17.......................................

$234,495.84
8,211.32

9.13
-

-12,177.26
$230,539.03

CVEC Foundation administers and disburses funds collected through 
CVEC's Operation Round-Up Program.

Like most things in life, saving money on air-conditioning 
bills is most likely if you have a plan.

Plan a strategy for keeping your home cool this summer 
without breaking the bank. Here are six tips:

1. Get a qualified service technician to your house to give a 
once-over to your central air-conditioning system and any win-
dow units you might have. Like any appliance, a well-tuned air 
conditioner will operate in the most energy-efficient way.

2. Set your thermostat to 78 degrees while you’re home, 
and higher before you leave the house for the day. If you have a 
programmable thermostat, it will set itself.

3. Turn ceiling fans on when you enter a room and off when 
you leave. A ceiling fan doesn’t cool a room; it moves the air 
around so anyone in the room will feel cooler. So there’s no 
benefit to running a fan when nobody is around.

4. Notice the outdoor temperature every evening. If it’s cool 
enough, turn off the a/c and open the windows before bedtime.

5. Close your drapes or blinds when it’s sunny outside to 
block the heat, but leave them open on cloudy days to get some 
natural daylight into your rooms.

6. Avoid cooking in your kitchen on hot, summer days. 
Instead, grill outdoors, serve cold dishes, order take-out or heat 
food up in the microwave oven.

Create ‘Keep-Cool Strategy’ to Save 
on Energy this Summer

Sa
ve 

th
e D

ate
!

District Filing Periods

District 1 - June 6 - 12
District 2 - June 7 - 12
District 8 - June 12 - 19
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Canadian Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc., is the recipient of Federal 
financial assistance from the Rural Utilities Service, an agency of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, and is subject to the provisions of Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as 
amended, and the rules and regulations of the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
which provide that no person in the United States on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age or handicap shall be excluded from participation in, admis-
sion or access to, denied the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to discrimi-
nation under any of this organization’s programs or activities.

The person responsible for coordinating this organization’s nondiscrimina-
tion compliance efforts is Colin Whitley, General Manager.  Any individual, 
or specific class of individuals, who feels that this organization has subjected 
them to discrimination may obtain further information about the statutes and 
regulations listed 907231000 above from and/or file a written complaint with 
this organization; or the Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washing-
ton, D.C.  20250; or the Administrator, Rural Utilities Service, Washington, 
D.C.  20250.  Complaints must be filed within 180 days after the alleged dis-
crimination.  Confidentiality will be maintained to the extent possible.

Statement 
of Non-Discrimination

If your electric bill seems higher 
than it used to be, it’s time to investi-
gate.

1. Check your history.  First, 
verify that the bill actually is higher. 
Visit your electric cooperative’s web 
site or ask someone there for help 
pulling up your bills for the past year. 
You might be surprised to see that 
your electricity use fluctuates depend-
ing on the season, and that your bill is 
always higher in the summer.

2. Check your non-electrical 
activity. Does your high bill reflect a 
past-due amount or any one-time ser-
vice fees, like deposits, disconnection 
fees or returned check fees?

3. Check the weather. Fluctua-
tions in outdoor temperatures can lead 
your family to turn the air condition-
ing up a little higher on especially hot 
days. Most people with air condition-
ing use more electricity during the 
hottest summer months than at other 
times of the year.

4. Check how many days are 
in the billing cycle. Depending on 
the number of days in the month 
and whether the bill comes due on a 
weekend or holiday, it could cover a 
couple of extra days some months. 
That would make the bill slightly 
higher.

5. Check what’s plugged in. If 
you thought your bill would be lower 
during a month when your family was 
gone on vacation part of the time, you 
might be surprised to realize that your 
appliances still use substantial elec-
tricity when the house is empty. Your 
refrigerator, landscape irrigator and 
well pump, for instance, keep running 
while you’re gone unless you have 
unplugged them. In fact, any appli-
ance that is plugged into the wall will 

use electricity while you’re on vaca-
tion, even though nobody is home to 
use them.

6. Check your equipment. As 
appliances like refrigerators and 
water heaters age, they become more 
inefficient. If your air conditioning 
and heating system or another large 
appliance is more than 15 years old, 
consider replacing it with a more 
energy-efficient model.

 7. Check your lifestyle. If your 
college-age child is home for the 
summer, chances are, your electric 
bill will be a bit higher than it was 
while she was away. If your grand-
kids are enjoying their vacation at 
your house, your bill could go up. 

If you’ve had house guests, you’ve 
used more electricity. And if you have 
added a major appliance, like a pool 
with a pump, a hot tub or even an 
oversized TV, that has affected your 
electric bill.

8. Don’t check with the neigh-
bors. No two families use electricity 
the same way, so if you believe your 
bill is too high because your neigh-
bor’s is lower, you’re not making an 
even comparison. The better compari-
son is between your use of electricity 
now compared with the same time 
last year.

To discuss how your electric 
usage affects your monthly bill, call 
Canadian Valley.

Why is my Electric Bill so High?
Several Factors Affect Electric Usage and Your Monthly Bill
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Electralite Classified Ads
Each CVEC member family is limited to ONE free classified ad per 
month. Length of the ad cannot exceed space provided below. Ads run 
only one time and must be resubmitted to appear in the next edition. 
Return the completed form to P. O. Box 751, Seminole, OK 74818. 
Forms may also be dropped off at either office location, or email 
your ad to editor@canadianvalley.org. Ads must be received by 
the 5th of each month; if received after the deadline they will be 
printed in the next issue.

All information below must be completed.
Name

Address

Account #

Phone #

AUTOMOBILES & BIKES

2003 GMC 4x4 crew diesel, 
136K miles, $20,000, updates of 
$7,000; 2008 California Special 
Mustang, 89,500 miles, $12,000; 
1988 International 4070b sleeper 
single-axle w/kit, $6,000, 405-
240-4655.

1996 Chevy, 97K miles, 2nd 
owner, runs great, 405-279-
38979.

HOME & LAND

Tiny house - 12’x34’ - needs 
finishing - Better Built building, 
$5,500, 405-566-9585.

80 acres, two house places with 
rural water, electric, four ponds, 
have cellar, great hunting and 
fishing, 60 acres pasture, 20 
acres wooded, 918-470-3651.

17 acrews on Hwy. 3 north of 
Seminole, house and 30’ by 40’ 
garage/shop bldg., new 1,820 sq. 
ft. brick house, built in 2000, older 
frame house being torn down 
now, 997-5341, 405-833-0746.

1,900 sq. ft. house on Great Salt 
Plains Lake, has everything, 
$44,900, 405-788-8081.

FARM & RANCH

Small, square bales of good, 
clean prairie hay, $4/bale, 598-
5860.

3-pt. offset disk, grain drill INT, 
3-pt. springtooth harrow, 4 bottom 
plow, drag harrow, 5’ drag harrow, 
567-3685.

7-ft. 3-pt. disk, $325 cash; Murray 
push mower, used one time, $85; 
Poulan rear tine tiller, $250, 405-
388-9088.

If you find your account number hidden in 
this issue of The Electralite, you could win 
$25.

In order to win, the account number must be 
your own.

You need to report finding the number to us 
by the 15th of the month.

And you need to report finding it by phone, 
mail or in person. 

Find Your Account Number 
and Win $25

Barbado sheep, lambs born 
March 2017, $75 ea.; 2-year-old 
ewe and ram, $125 ea., Harrah, 
405-818-6911.

M&W 4500 round baler bought 
new in 2009, less than 2000 
bales, kept in barn, field ready, 
$4,500, 405-623-4485.

5-ft. Torro brush hog, good condi-
tion, Shawnee, 308-3506.

1952 TO 30 Ferguson gas tractor 
with many new parts, 1999 680 
long diesel w/FE loader, bale 
spike-box blade-brush hog, 
propane tank, hot water tank, 
also propane, 405-997-5341, 
833-0764.

Registered Hereford bulls, heavy 
muscle, fast growth, out of good 
milking cows, good genetics, 
gentle, ready for service and 

guaranteed, $1,800 and up, 405-
210-8794, or 598-1920.

John Deere 430 baler, barn-kept, 
baled approximately 15,000 bales, 
very good condition, $2,500, 918-
617-1250.

John Deere baler, 5x6, barn-
kept, good belts, tires, gathering 
wheels,  good condition, $3,500; 
fuel tank w/electric pump, $150, 
918-652-1877.

1 yard 3-pt. dirt hauler on wheels, 
$3,500; 3-pt. carry all scoop, 
$250; 2-14 3-pt. John Deere plow, 
$300; 12-ft. spring tooth drag type, 
$250; 3-pt. bale carrier, $100, 
405-273-3846.

MISCELLANEOUS

Raggety Ann - Andy collection, 
over 75 items, 405-279-3897.

2000 28’ Idle Time travel trailer, 
sleeps 6, one bump-out, good 
conition, price negotiable, $6,500, 
405-333-2247, 405-765-6002.

Lead for fishing weights, $1/lb.; 
used torch tips, plenty to choose 
from, $3 ea.; 12” Proto crescent 
wrench, $25, 405-659-5047.

110-volt, BTU, $100; gas stove, 
$100; washer & dryer, $200; 
electric stove, $100; refrigerator, 
$100, 405-275-3410.

Whirpool propane dryer, $50; 
Admiral propane dryer, $50, 405-
279-3638.

Kenmore 80 Series heavy duty, 
2-speed washing machine, $100, 
405-567-9294.

Old wood farm house, NE of 
Shawnee, to be torn down and 
hauled off, quote price, 405-273-
5877 for directions.

Cedar clearing, 4-hr. minimum, 
$65/hr., 405-213-8432.

2006 EZ-Go golf cart, white with 
tan seats and top, extra seats/

cargo carrier on back, lights, 
radio, $1,450, 405-382-1444.

Buffalo skulls, some date back 
1,500 years, many to choose 
from, $75 to $200, 580-307-7918.

30-gallon fish tank w/cabinet and 
supplies, $85, 405-454-3157.

Paint and body shop with car 
wash, 3,067 sq. ft., good location, 
2917 Cashion Place, OKC, near 
31st & N. May, 405-721-0296.

Raw Alpaca fleece by the pound 
or ounce, farm-fresh eggs, deliv-
ery to Shawnee or OKC, $3.50 
ea., 567-2404.

Pallets of merchandise for any-
one interested in starting a retail 
business, 382-7250.

Table saw w/stand, $120; metal 
inside, outside speakers, $70; 
parrot bird cages, $60, 405-398-
4912.

World’s first wearable weight 
management, from the #1 in 
health and wellness, learn how 
to feel amazing, text DUO DFT to 
405-567-5199.

Queen-size poster bed from 
Ethan Allen, solid maple w/stor-
age underneath, $500, Shawnee, 
405-835-2242.

2005 Tracker Marine Tahoe Q4 
sport boat, $11,400, 405-990-
7826.

Cedar tree clearing, hay hauling, 
brush mowing, driveway leveling, 
general tractor or skid steer work, 
405-642-9356.

Looking for old Shawnee High 
School yearbooks with Gordon 
Cooper pictures, late ‘40s or early 
‘50s, willing to pay $200 a book, 
405-598-1202.

Want to buy a good used pontoon 
or deck boat with motor, large 
enough to pull skiers, 405-275-
9217.

Energy Effi ciency 
Tip of the Month

Let the sun work for you! 
Consider solar lights for outdoor 
lighting. Solar cells convert 
sunlight into electricity that 
can be stored in a battery 
and tapped at night to make 
light. Check manufacturers’ 
instructions to make sure your 
solar lights are situated to 
receive suffi  cient sunlight to 
recharge during the day. 

Source: U.S. Dept. of Energy


